Statement by His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew about the War in Ukraine
(Sunday, February 27th, 2022)
***
Even in the most unfavorable circumstances, such as today, where the world community is
following with horror Russia’s, beyond every sense of law and morality, military attack and
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, an independent and sovereign state, or perhaps even more so
now as the fiercest conflict since the time of World War II unfolds in Europe, in our
neighborhood, we direct our prayers to the Lord Jesus, the Ruler of peace, asking Him with a
fervent soul that He “will give strength to His people” and “bless His people with peace” (cf.
Psalm 27:11). The Holy Great Church of Christ unceasingly chants the angelic hymn throughout
the ages: “peace on earth and good will to men.”
Indeed, during the last few days, a tragic humanitarian catastrophe is unfolding in Ukraine. A
war, which, like any war, is an abominable and reprehensible situation. It is the domination of
irrationality over reason, hatred over love, darkness over light, death over life.
Again, from this position, we address another plea to end the war now! To immediately stop any
act of violence, anything that spreads pain and death. Let reason prevail, love for fellow human
beings, reconciliation and solidarity, the light of the Risen Christ, the gift of life.
We express our full sympathy to our brother, the Primate of the Church of Ukraine, His
Beatitude Metropolitan Epiphanios of Kyiv, and our unwavering support to all the seriously
suffering Ukrainian people, who have a deep faith in God and chose to live freely and to
determine their own lives, as every nation deserves. Although, unfortunately, some have come,
these days, to the point of questioning even their historical and national existence.
Our thoughts are constantly with the wounded and with the families of the innocent victims,
irrespective of their ethnic identity, and we pray for the rest of their souls to the Lord of Life and
Death. We are certain that the Lord will hear our prayers and will not abandon his beloved
children in Ukraine.

